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Christian community of adherents is two or three
times as large as this. The Sunday Schools
grew from none to 1600, with 100,000 children
under instruction. A leading Japanese estimates
that " there are in Japan a million persons who
are fashioning their conduct according to the
principles of Jesus Christ." Fifty years ago
there was no Bible in public circulation ; to-day
its circulation is numbered by millions. Then
there was hardly a hospital or asylum in the
land. Christianity has been the pioneer in
establishing homes, hospitals, refuges for the
poor, the blind, the fatherless, the insane, the
leper, the outcast and the criminal. Such
institutions were practically unknown in old
Japan. Revenge was one of the cardinal virtues
of BusMdo, the moral code of the upper classes,
but new Japan praises Christianity for its philan-
thropic fruits, and the adherents of the older
faiths pay the tribute of imitation.1

The very achievements which the Christian
movement in Japan has already made should call
us to enter this open door to-day with fresh
courage. It will be remembered that during
the 'eighties there was great enthusiasm in Japan
for things Western, including the Christian
religion. During the 'nineties came a period of

1 See pamphlet by Clement and Fisher, Japan To-day and To-
morrow.